MORE REFORMS                          69

jotted down for the benefit of his officers.  It is in one
such order that he says:

rl believe I may safely state that the B.Sc. degree or a Science
education would be of greater help to the development of
technical education in this country and at the same time be just
as useful, if not more, in practical life than simple B. A.s or the
Arts Course, but unfortunately experience shows that the people
who are to take advantage of these institutions are not willing
to give up their well-trodden course of study for new directions.

He shared all Huxley's enthusiasm for a scientific edu-
cation.

informing and liberalizing the mind/ he said to an assembly
of doctors and medical students, 'Science instead of being de-
ficient has a real and considerable advantage. It has unbounded
largeness and scope of vision. It is superior to all other forms of
human effort in the certainty and permanency of its results and
the universality of its benefits. It encourages and forms the
scientific habit of mind, that great staff and guide to the journey
of life/i

The Maharaja had already tried to put these ideas into
practice. In 1890 he founded the Kala Bhavan or *Honie
of Art*, for technical education, and lodged it in a build-
ing which is perhaps the most graceful and pleasing of all
the public buildings in Baroda. It began with classes for
drawing, carpentry, dyeing, and mechanical engineering,
and an attempt was made to provide it with a scientific
library in the vernacular at a cost of Rs, 5 0,000, for the
Maharaja holds that while English may be necessary as
the medium of instruction in technical courses, Art and
Science in the larger sense should be, and can be, taught
in the mother tongue of the students. He has, however,
confessed that his attempts have ended in comparative
failure, because to impart knowledge in these subjects in
the vernacular requires independent thought and deep

1 Speeches and Addresses, vol. i, p. 52.